Glue Down Wood Floor Installation:
Site Preparation for Engineered Wood Flooring

This section, is designed to answer the most common questions on glue down wood floor installation, as well as outline the steps necessary to prepare the sub floor. This is not meant to replace a professional installer, but rather to help our customers understand the process. 

Step 1. Preparing The Job Site for an Engineered Wood Floor

What subfloor is considered adequate?

Plywood:
As with standard 3/4" nail down flooring, The National Hardwood Flooring Association recommends a minimum of 5/8" tongue and groove plywood as a base. Aspenite or any other particle board product is not considered to be suitable substitute and are generally not eco-sensitive.

All subfloors should be tested to see how level they are. Manufacturers typically require that your floor must be flat to within 3/16" in 10 feet. High spots must be sanded or ground down and low spots filled within an appropriate floor leveler (make sure it is given time to properly dry).

All old flooring must be removed, if it does not provide a solid gluing surface (or a new subfloor installed over top).... and the prepared surface must be clean for good glue adhesion.

It is essential that a wood subfloor be screwed down every 6" to the underlying floor joists. Once that has been completed, it is a good idea to ‘test’ the success by jumping on every corner of the floor and on high traffic zones, to locate and eliminate any remaining squeaks. 

Add additional screws and re-block the floor from underneath in any areas that persist in being noisy. Don't let anyone convince you that squeaking can be solved by nailing or gluing a new floor on top. At that point, it is usually too late to solve the problem!
Plexus Woodworks Assumptions:
•subfloor is prepared as per standard wood floor requirements
•relative humidity in building has stabilized between 30 to 50%
•installation includes vapour barrier (or facsimily) and full spread adhesive

Step 2.
Follow the instructions included with the glue, as each of the recommended glues have slightly different application processes. 
